
STOR 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 



This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



34 



THE HIGH SCHOOL JOURNAL 



D. MATT THOMPSON 

% EDGAR W. KNIGHT 



AT a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Statesville Graded Schools on December 31, 
1920, the resignation of Superintendent D. 
Matt Thompson, who has had charge of those schools 
for thirty years, was presented. The 
Board declined to accept the resigna- 
tion and Mr. Thompson will continue 
as superintendent of the schools for 
the remainder of the year. Owing to 
an injury sustained in an automobile 
accident a month ago Mr. Thompson 
will be unable actively to perform 
the duties as superintendent and Mr. 
H. M. Gray was elected assistant 
superintendent for the remainder of 
the year. 

Mr. Thompson has been superin- 
tendent of the Statesville Schools 
since 1891. There his work has been 
to build up from the very beginning 
a complete public school system and 
in this noble achievement he has a 
record of pioneer in the graded school 
movement in that part of the State. 
He is a native of Randolph County, did valiant service 
for three years in the Civil War, at the close of which 
he came back home with an honorable record as a 
brave and faithful soldier. He served for eleven years 
as principal of the Denver Seminary, for six years as 
principal of the Piedmont Seminary, and as county 
superintendent and chairman of the county board of 
education of Lincoln county for eight years. He has 
been an influential member of the North Carolina 
Teachers' Assembly since its organization thirty-seven 
years ago, and an active member of the N. E. A. for 
more than twenty years. 

Writing about the work of Mr. Thompson under the 
heading "Our Early Graded Schools and Their Foun- 
ders" Professor M. C. S. Noble, of the University of 
North Carolina, said in the Journal for May, 1918: 

"His work at Statesville has been his life-work and 
it has been a successful work because of his natural 
capacity, his devotion, and his untiring energy. But 
his capacity, devotion, and energy would have been in 
vain had it not been for the fact that the people of 
Statesville are a model school population, in that they 
know a good superintendent when they have tried him 
and they keep him when they get him ; and they do this 




without senseless annual quarrels, unnecessary critic- 
ism and factional contentions. For twenty-seven years 
D. Matt Thompson has served Statesville faithfully, 
and for twenty-seven years Statesville has stood by and 
encouraged her superintendent, so 
that today her schools are model 
schools and her people are worthy of 
imitation by the people in every other 
town and community in the State." 
No finer tribute can be paid Mr. 
Thompson than the following which 
appeared as an editorial in The Char- 
lotte Observer recently: 

"One of the events of the past 
week which The Observer would not 
let go unrecorded was retirement from 
the active educational field of Profes- 
sor D. Matt Thompson, of States- 
ville. There was a time not so long 
ago when his name stood at the head 
of the list, and that name stands in- 
separably connected with the educa- 
tional progress of the State from the 
days of Reconstruction up to the pres- 
ent time. His last work was as superintendent of the 
public schools of Statesville, and he leaves these in con- 
dition to merit the boast of the State. It would be 
interesting to know just how many young men and 
women there are in this country today who received 
their educational training or inspiration through the 
agency of Professor Thompson. He has wrought well 
and faithfully and the people throughout North Caro- 
lina who know him need not be told that his retirement 
was enforced by the encroachments of age with its 
attending disabling influences. Professor Thompson is 
one of the nobler types of educators to whom we are 
always inclined to point as men for whom memorials 
should be erected while they are yet in the flesh, that 
they might be enthrilled with the knowledge that, after 
all, the public holds them in appreciation." 

The Chapel Hill High School won the state cham- 
pionship football game at Emerson Field Saturday, 
December 4, in contest with the Monroe High School. 
The score was 14 to 0. This victory gives Chapel 
Hill the state championship for two consecutive years. 

Department of Superintendence, Atlantic City, Feb- 
ruary 27-— March 3. 



